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LSpeech by Carlos andres Perez, presidential candidate for the
ruling Domocratic Action (AD), at ¥ictoria Awenue in Caracas =-
tiver; moeniftored in bdrogressl

{Zixcerpts] ({Passage omittedl I have Included clear,
realistic, and feasible i1deas in my government plan. I have drefted
2 plan for a safe future for Venezuela. We could 53y this plan
includes the four matn and essential aspiratfons of the Venezuelan
peanles full employment, personal safety, economic stability, and
well-being for all. These four goals will be, in essence, our
jovernwent action plan. It will be ainmed st achieving a modern
Yenezuaia,

I consider 3t my duty to presents, on the sase day ¥ am svorn {n
and during wmy aessage to the Longresss, a nationat strategic plans, the
racroeconosic nolicy that witll clearly stote the path we shall
follcw. Howevers ay commitment to natfonal development will not
srevent e from saying teday, and toamorrow hefore the National
tongresss that my first responsibility is with the poor people. I
Pust fight the goverty once again invading Venezuela. fapplause]

1 would be Lying if I were to say befors this huge crowds hundreds
u? thousands of residents of Cacacas, that ! am gqoing to decree full
smployment. Full ewployeent will be the result of the efforts we
will undgertake with the nelp of all the country's sectors. Our goatl
it he to Increase production andg productivity, expand our economy
with the us2 of selective measures that will open the path toward an
2tfective and efficient industrializationr, and fncrease our exnort
pesstbititdes and Tward indistinct] the main wealth our countery
has. However, before we 95 this, we will Bawe to confront the
problea of poverty in Venezuela. It 13 our duty to confront this
problem with direct subsidies. Lpassage omitted]

Et this times § wish to discuss certain potitical incidents that
demand 1 soeak of them clearly and truthfully. The country has been
shocked by the so-catled ZL Amparo incident, a8 painful incident that
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has occurred amid an election campaign when the strength of politicat
prapaganda can be oought to boost the interests of s specific party.
This 1s what is happening with the ¥t Arparo Incident =~ the EL
Amparo incident that shocked and continues to shock the Venezuelan
pecole. The Venezuelan peonle want to hear the truth, alt the truth,
and only truth about what happened #n EL Amparo. Capplause]

The day after tae E Amparoe incidents I expressed the feelings of
the seople. I made statements on behalf of AD and as the party's
neestdential candidate. I expressed ay doubts regarding the report
dresented ny those who were fnvolved in the fncident. T asked the
Jjavernsent for a clear and specific explanatfon regarding the
hapeenings.s The president of the republic was abroad at the time of
the fncideonts Upon his retura to the country, he explained what had
hapoeneds The grestdent said that even though he had received a
report from those who had been involved in the incident, he had
ordered an investigation and that he would guarantee the country
would know the truth, that no crime would be hidden fromw the peopte.

This 42 what Venezuelan democracy reauests. We repudiates we are
aurt over, and we protest the Lose of Life as wes the case in ElL
Amparo. Howevar, we alss know things Like this unfortunatety happen
throughout the world., tn atl regimes and governments, in the nost
tivilized countriess sverywhere. swhat is important is that democracy
soes not allows nor should 1t atllow, that a crime against the most
precious right of aans, the right to L1fe, remain unpunished.
Lapplause)
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